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Washington - Today, Congressman John Olver (1st District), Senator                Edward M. Kennedy and Senator John F. Kerry announced that the final                version of the FY02 Labor, Health and Human Services and Education                Appropriations Bill included $800,000 for Holyoke Hospital. The                House passed the measure on Wednesday by a count of 392-30, and                the Senate is expected to pass the bill today.

               The funding will support a major overhaul of the Hospital's operating                room, post-anesthesia care units and other ancillary areas

               "Holyoke Hospital provides essential healthcare services to                the community, and this renovation is necessary for the Hospital                to continue its good work," Olver said. "Holyoke residents                deserve a state-of-the-art facility that can accommodate a growing                patient load."

               The planned renovation will include improvements to and expansion                of the surgical suite, EKG and laboratory space, surgical support                areas, endoscopy suite and the purchase of new equipment. In the                last five years, the volume of outpatient surgery has grown from                4800 procedures per year to more than 9100. The current operating                room is not adequate to serve this increase in patients.

               "Our hospitals have been hit hard by the rising cost of health                care services, and Holyoke Hospital has seen a particularly sharp                increase in patients. This funding will help the Hospital to make                sure that quality care is available and accessible to Holyoke residents,"                Olver added.

               "The funds secured today will allow the Holyoke Hospital to                expand the excellent medical services they provide to families in                Greater Holyoke," said Senator Kennedy. "I commend Congressman                Olver for his leadership in securing these funds."

               Senator Kerry said, "With the continued consolidation of the                regional health care systems, Holyoke Hospital is playing an increasingly                critical role in patient care for the region. John Olver did yeoman                work to secure this funding that will enable Holyoke Hospital to                continue to serve this growing patient base with quality health                care service."

               A not-for-profit community hospital, Holyoke Hospital cares for                its mostly indigent patient population regardless of their ability                to pay for their care. Medicare and Medicaid cover approximately                78 percent of the Hospital's inpatient payments and 54 percent of                its outpatient payments. The population served by the Hospital has                a higher incidence of HIV, alcohol and drug related deaths, homicide,                stroke and cancer than the Massachusetts average.

               For more information about the renovation project, contact Hank                Porten, President and CEO of Holyoke Hospital, at 413-534-2554.
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